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Subj: RECERTIFICATION OF OCEANQGRAPHIC RESEARCh VESSELS AS
OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSELS :

1. 1In response to an appeal of previous policy regarding the
change of service from Oceanographic Research Vessel (ORV) to
Offshore Supply Vessel (0SV), Commandant (G-MOC) reviewed the
applicebility of the Interim Final Rule (IFR) for 46 CFR
Subchepter "L" to existing vessels. During this review, it was
determined that the IFR did not explicitly address this subject.
Accordingly, the applicability of this subchepter to existing
vessels will be included in the Final Rule. Fending the
publication of the Final Rule for Subchapter "L," existing
vessels mey be recertificated as 0SVs under 46 CFR Subchapters
"I" or "T" subject to the following:

&. The vessel wes contracted for pefore March 15, 1G¢6.
b. The vessel wes previocusly certificated as an 0SYV. This

T
does nct include "existing OSVs" inspected in accordance with
Public Law ©6-378 which are 20 years old or olcer.

c. The vessel did not undergo & mejor mcéification cr
conversion as part cf its chance cut cf OSV service

¢. The vessel cid not undergo & significant elteraticn or
majcr ccnversion as part of its change back tc GSV service

€. The recertificaticn is comrleted pricr to the effscitive
date cI the Final Rule for Subchapier "L."
2. Currently, Commandant (G-MOC) expects tha® fcllewing the

effective date of the final rule, any vessel changing to OSV
service will ke required to mee= t“e D*OVlSlcnc of the new
reguletions in 46 CFR Subchapter "L.

S. Questions regarding this matter may be dirscted to CDR
Tetrezu, Chief, Marine Safety Compliance Branch at (504)5893-3624
Oor LCDR Daughdrill at (504)539-6271.
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